
 
 

  
 

 

Agenda 

 

MPO Policy Board Meeting 

City of Morgantown Council Chambers 

389 Spruce Street 

January 21, 2016 

6:00 PM 

 

1. Call To Order 

 

2. Executive Session-per WV 6-9A-4-2a Personnel matters 

  

3. Election of Officers 

 

4. Public Comment 

 

5. Approval of Minutes 

 

6. Reports 

 

a. Citizens Advisory Committee 

b. Finance Report 

c. Executive Directors Report 

i. Ongoing Studies 

ii. Federal Legislation 

 

7. Draft TIP 

 

8. TIP Amendments 

 

9. Draft MPO Unified Planning Work Program for FY 2016-17 

 

10. MPO Staff Demonstration-Beechurst Avenue Restriping 

 

11. Other Business 

 

12. Meeting Adjournment 



 
 

      82 Hart Field Road 

         Morgantown, WV 26508 

(304) 291-9571 

                

        www.plantogether.org 

 

Memorandum 
Date:      December 30, 2015 

 

To:         Citizens Advisory Committee Members 

 

From:      Bill Austin, AICP 

 

Subject:   January 5, 2016 CAC Agenda 

 

Please find below a short description of the items to be considered at the January 21, 2016 

Policy Board Meeting to be held at the City of Morgantown Council Chambers, 389 Spruce 

Street at 6:00 PM. 

 

-Draft 2016-2021 Transportation Improvement Program-MPO Staff has developed, 

advertised and released the draft Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) to the public for 

comment. The Highway portion of the TIP was developed from the recently  released draft 

State Transportation Improvement Program.  Since the last CAC meeting staff received 

information from Mountain Line and WVU on items to be included in the draft TIP. This 

information was duly advertised as well.   

 

In addition to the standard highway and transit project lists staff identified low income and 

non-english speaking communities within the MPO’s area and how the TIP project affect 

them. This information was reviewed by the MPO’s Committee’s has been available for 

review by the public as required by the MPO’s recently adopted Public Involvement Policy. 

To date there have been no comments received on the draft TIP  

 

The Transportation Technical Advisory Committee and the Citizens Advisory Committee 

have unanimously recommended adoption of the TIP. 

 

-TIP Amendments-The West Virginia Department of Transportation has requested that the 

TIP be amended to include the following two projects: 

 

 
 
 

http://www.plantogether.org/


 
 

FY 2016 Add   
 
-I-79-Resurface proceeding north for a distance of 3.73 miles beginning at milepost 145.65 in 

the vicinity of Goshen Road-Uffington-Project Number NHP0793251D Total Cost $3,200,000 

Federal Funding $2,880,000  

 

-CO 73 Smithtown Road-Resurface for a distance of 6.16 miles beginning at milepost 4.3 to 

milepost 10.46-Project Number STP0073085D-Total Cost $240,000 Federal Funding 

$192,000  

 

These amendments are in congruence with the MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan’s 

policies particularly Goal 6, “A transportation system that is attractive, sustainable, and livable. 

These TIP Amendments have been duly advertised as required under the MPO’s Public 

Involvement Policy and to date we have received no public comment. The TTAC and CAC 

have unanimously recommended that the MPO Policy Board approve the addition of these 

projects to the TIP.  

 

-Draft MPO Unified Planning Work Program for FY 2016-2017-Please find enclosed in 

your agenda packet the Draft Unified Planning Work Program for FY 2016-2017. The draft 

UPWP was developed from the input received during the most recent MPO Committee 

meetings as well as from discussions with members of the MPO Policy Board.  

 

The draft UPWP’s primary work product in the upcoming year will be an updated Long 

Range Transportation Plan to be developed by MPO Staff. The primary change for MPO 

Staff proposed in the UPWP is a recommendation that the MPO’s Planner I be promoted to 

the Planner II. For Budgeting purposes the draft UPWP proposes a 10% salary increase for 

the Planner II position in the upcoming fiscal year. This proposed increase reflects the 

Planner II’s recently acquired certifications. It is proposed that the Executive Director be 

provided a 2 percent pay increase. These proposed increases are subject to the findings of the 

executive session to be held as part of this meeting. This document will be brought to the 

Policy Board for adoption at the March Policy Board meeting.  

 

Please note that for the sake of brevity the draft provided in the agenda packet does not 

include documentation of compliance with regulations required for submittal with the final 

document. That documentation will be provided with the final submittal for adoption in 

March.  

 

 

We would appreciate the Policy Board’s review of this document. Under the MPO’s new 

public involvement process the UPWP will be brought before the Policy Board for adoption 

at the March 2016 meeting.   
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I-INTRODUCTION 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

Purpose and Development  

In accordance with 23 CFR 450 subpart C the Morgantown Monongalia Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MMMPO) is charged with developing the local Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

documenting the expenditure of Federal Funds on regionally significant transportation projects. Two 

primary purposes of the TIP are to monitor the progress of implementing the area’s long range 

transportation plan, and to provide an opportunity for the area’s stakeholders to comment on the expenditure 

of Federal Funds in the area.  Federal regulation requires that the TIP be prepared as part of a continuous, 

cooperative, and comprehensive planning process, that includes an open public involvement process. This 

TIP includes a list of both public transportation and highway projects programmed for implementation by 

WVDOT and Mountain Line. In addition to currently scheduled projects the TIP includes a list of projects 

completed in the area over the last five years. This is consistent with the requirements of Federal legislation. 

The TIP must also be fiscally constrained and be consistent with the area’s Long Range Transportation 

Plan. To meet these requirements the MMMPO prepares the draft TIP in cooperation with the West Virginia 

Department of Transportation, Mountain Line Transit and other area institutions and stakeholders. The 

MPO also identifies how each project is consistent with the policies of the Long Range Transportation Plan. 

It should also be noted that the last two fiscal years shown in the TIP and those projects are those projects 

are subject to change. 

The MPO relies on the State of West Virginia’s ongoing budget analysis to assure that the programmed 

projects are fiscally feasible in the short term. The list of currently programmed projects is the primary 

purpose for developing a TIP, it provides local decision makers with the opportunity to track the progress 

of implementing the long range transportation plan and it provides the public with an opportunity to 

comment on how Federal funds are spent for transportation purposes. Given that the WVDOT is the primary 

funding agency for projects in the MPO area, the list of programmed projects has been prepared and 

reviewed by WVDOT to insure that the list is financially feasible given the future year funding anticipated 

by WVDOT.   

In addition to the TIP the MPO prepares a Priority List as an informational item for the WVDOT as they 

prepare the State Transportation Improvement Program. The Priority List expresses the order in which the 

MPO would like to see the LRTP Projects implemented. 

The Mountain Line Transit System as the grant recipient for FTA 5307 Urbanized Formula funds is 

primarily responsible for the development of the Transit portion of the Local TIP. As a grant recipient of 

Federal funds for the maintenance of the Personal Rapid Transit system (PRT) WVU prepares the portions 

of the TIP related to these funds. 

It should be noted that due to the recent passage of the Moving Ahead for Progress Act for the 21st Century 

(MAP-21) this TIP differs significantly from previous TIP’s developed by the MPO in that the number of 

funding categories has been reduced significantly. This was primarily done by eliminating categories and 

making activities that were eligible funding in the eliminated categories eligible in one of the remaining 

categories. For example the National Recreational Trail program became part of the Transportation 

Alternatives category. While many funding categories were eliminated the funds available to those 

categories remain available until the obligation for these funds expires. For ease of use the summary of 

Federal funding in this TIP combines funds available in the previous funding categories into the appropriate 
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MAP 21 funding category. However, the individual project has the appropriate funding from previous 

legislation noted in its description so the public may accurately identify the projects funding source. 

Public Involvement 

Once the draft TIP is prepared it is submitted for review by the public during a thirty (30) day public 

comment period and by the MPO’s Committees. The Technical Advisory Committee made up of technical 

staff from WVDOT and the area’s municipalities, and the Citizens Advisory Committee which includes 

representatives of the general public as well as groups specifically interested in bicycle and pedestrian 

planning are the MPO Committee’s charged with reviewing this document. The results of the Public and 

Committee comments are then provided to the MPO’s Policy Board for their review prior to final adoption 

of the TIP.   
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II-2016 MORGANTOWN MONONGALIA MPO COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
 

Metropolitan Planning Organization Policy Board 

Officers  

Chairman-TBD 

Vice-Chairman-TBD 

Treasurer-TBD 

Secretary, Bill Austin, MPO Director ex officio 

Mountain Line Transit, Dave Bruffy  

City of Morgantown-Mayor Marty Shamberger, Councilors Jennifer Selin, Wes Nugent,  

Monongalia County Board of Education-Michael Kelly 

Blacksville, The Honorable Joe Statler 

Granville-Mayor Patricia Lewis 

Star City-Mayor Herman Reid 

Westover-Councilperson Janice Goodwin 

Monongalia County Commission-Commissioners Tom Bloom, Eldon Callen, Edward Hawkins 

West Virginia University-Randy Hudak 

West Virginia Department of Transportation-Division of Highways-Brian Carr 

MPO Citizen’s Advisory Committee 

Maria Smith, Christiaan Abildso, Chip Wamsley, Chris Azzaro, Ed Sneckenberger, Bill Rice, Joe Patten, Matthew 

Cross, Charles Renner  

MPO Transportation Technical Advisory Committee 

Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration-Jason Workman, ex officio  

Town of Granville, Ron Snyder, Town Manager 

Monongalia County Board of Education, Jeff Meadows 

Monongalia County, Richard Wood, Planning Director  

City of Morgantown, Damien Davis-City Eng., Chris Fletcher-Dir. of Dev. Services, 

Morgantown Monongalia MPO-Bill Austin, ex officio 

Mountain Line Transit, Dave Bruffy 

 West Virginia Department of Transportation-Brian Carr, Elwood Penn, Foaud Shoukry, Donald Williams 

West Virginia University, Clement Solomon 

Morgantown Utility Board-Tim Ball 
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III-GLOSSARY 
Transportation Agencies 

FHWA-Federal Highway Administration  

FTA-Federal Transit Administration 

WVDOT-West Virginia Department of Transportation 

MPO-Morgantown Monongalia Metropolitan Planning Organization 

Federal Funding Classifications 

 ADHS-Appalachian Development Highway System 

 ARRA-American Recovery and Rehabilitation Act 

 BR-Bridge Replacement and Rehabilitation 

 CMAQ-Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 

 HSIP-Highway Safety Improvement Program 

 IM-Interstate Maintenance 

 MAP-21-Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century 

 NHPP-National Highway Performance Program 

 NRT-National Recreational Trail 

 SAFTEA-Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Transportation Efficiency Act of 2003 

 STP-Surface Transportation Program 

 Section 5307-FTA Formula (Operating and Capital) 

 Section 5310-FTA Enhanced Mobility for Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities 

 Section 5311-Rural Area Formula Grants 

 Section 5337-State of Good Repairs Grants 

 Section 5339-Bus and Bus Facilities Program 

 TA-Transportation Alternatives funding 

 TEA-21-Surface Transportation Efficiency Act for the 21st Century 

 TEA-Transportation Enhancement Funds 

Work Categories 

 CON-Construction 

 ENG.-Engineering 

 M-Maintenance 

 P/PE-Planning and Planning and Environmental 

 ROW-Right of Way 
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IV-LIST OF PROGRAMMED AND ONGOING PROJECTS AND MAP OF 
PROGRAMMED PROJECTS (WITH SUMMARY OF MPO LONG RANGE 

TRANSPORTATION PLAN GOALS AND OBJECTIVES) 
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1) Goal 1-A multimodal transportation system that efficiently moves goods and people 

a. Eliminate/reduce current congestion… 

b. Ensure that future development and related…improvements address capacity 

needs…proactively 

c. Improve ingress/egress to most densely developed/highest activity areas of the 

region 

d. Focus capacity improvements for all modes in areas of desired future growth… 

 

2) Goal 2-A transportation system in which all modes are highly integrated and 

connected 

a. …allow for convenient transfer from one mode to another 

b. …encourage the use of the most efficient mode…based on the characteristic of the 

trip… 

c. Increase the…area in which people have access to non-automobile modes. 

d. Reduce reliance on automobile for travel 

e. Better serve those who do not/cannot own and drive a personal automobile. 

f. Allow for efficient transfer of goods between modes. 

g. Improve and expand infrastructure for pedestrians, bicyclists and people with 

disabilities. 

   

3) Goal 3-A multimodal transportation system that safely moves people and goods 

a. Minimize crashes 

b. Ensure that future…transportation improvements address safety… 

 

4) Goal 4-A transportation system that maximizes the efficiency of freight movement 

through and within the region with minimal impacts on neighborhoods and campus 

areas.  

a. Reduce truck traffic in residential neighborhoods. 

b. Improve truck access to key industrial areas 

c. Increase options for freight movement that minimizes truck traffic on non-interstate 

roads.  

 

5) Goal 5-Greater collaboration between local agencies, state officials, and private 

interests in pursuit of funding of transportation improvements.  

a. More effective and less costly improvements by capitalizing on common needs 

b. Higher quality improvements due to cost sharing and collaboration 

c. Transportation improvements that support the…vision for the region 

 

6) Goal 6-A transportation system that is attractive, sustainable and livable 

a. Integrate the local context in planning, design and construction of improvements 

b. Include sustainability features in design and construction of transportation 

improvements 

c. Address multimodal needs in planning, design, and construction of improvements 
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7) Goal 7-Reduce automobile trip demand, especially during peak hours 

a. Reduce need for costly transportation and parking infrastructure 

b. Invest in transportation improvements that support land use patterns that decrease 

the need to travel. 

c. Reduce auto emissions and improve air quality 

d. 50% increase in walking trips 

e. 5% of all trips made by bicycle by 2025 

f. Increase number of transit trips by 200% 

g. Increase telecommuting and virtual lectures (WVU) 

h. Increase average vehicle occupancy by 50% 

 

8) Goal 8 A multimodal transportation system that enhances the homeland security of 

the region. 

a. Heighten awareness of homeland security needs related to transportation. 

b. Improve understanding of critical transportation security issues in the region 

c. Incorporate homeland security needs in transportation planning, design and 

construction. 
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VII-SUMMARY OF PROGRAMMED PROJECTS FUNDING BY FUNDING 
CATEGORY 
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VIII-ANALYSIS OF COMMUNITIES IMPACTED BY TIP PROJECTS 
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In keeping with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended, and with 

Executive Order 12898 the Morgantown Monongalia MPO identified the location of low income 

and minority populations including non-English speakers within Monongalia County. The MPO 

utilized Census data to determine the location of these populations in relation to scheduled 

transportation improvements and transit service in the area. In reviewing the locational data it 

became apparent that the majority of these populations are associated with West Virginia 

University. It is assumed that low-income student populations are more likely to utilize transit and 

non-motorized forms of transportation.  

The maps included in this section of the Transportation Improvement Program demonstrate that 

the subject populations in the urban area receive significant transportation benefits from the 

projects included in the TIP. Since none of the highway projects included in the TIP require 

significant relocation of homes or other long term disruptions of any community, it is reasonable 

to assume that these communities will not be disproportionately adversely impacted by these 

actions any more than the members of the community at large.  

The Census Bureau’s American Community Survey indicated that Monongalia County had an 

estimated total population of 103,463 as of 2013. Approximately, 71,202 (approximately 69%) of 

those residents reside in and around the urban core centered on Morgantown.  

There were about 9,941 Self-reported “non-white” residents in Monongalia County making up 

9.6% of the County’s population. Approximately 3.7% (379) of these residents live outside of the 

urban core, with the remaining 9,570 living within the urban core with the highest density living 

in close proximity to a WVU campus. This area is well served by transit including the PRT, and 

given the total population density and related traffic volumes it does not appear that they are subject 

to an undue amount of disruptive activity scheduled in the TIP.  

There were 4,836 County residents who report that they speak a language beside English at home. 

Approximately 22% (1,061) of those residents reside outside of the urban core. The highest density 

area for this population is in the vicinity of a WVU campus. This area is served by transit including 

the PRT, and given the total population density and related traffic volumes the area does not appear 

to have an undue amount of disruptive activity scheduled in the TIP. 

A higher percentage (19.8%) or 20,447 of Monongalia County residents report that they are at or 

below the poverty level than any of the other groups examined. Over 15.3% (2,734) of these 

residents reside outside of the urban area. Overall the urban area has a significantly higher density 

poverty level population than the areas of the County outside of the urban area. Within the urban 

area the highest density of poverty level residents are in the vicinity of WVU’s campuses, and in 

Granville and Westover. These areas are well served by transit and given the total population 

density and related traffic volumes in these areas there does not appear to be an undue amount of 

disruptive activity scheduled in the TIP.  



 
 

 

 
Page 21 

 
  

 



 
 

 

 
Page 22 

 
  

 



 
 

 

 
Page 23 

 
  

 



 
 

 

 
Page 24 

 
  

 



 
 

 

 
Page 25 

 
  

 



 
 

 

 
Page 26 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IX-LIST OF PROJECTS COMPLETED THE LAST FIVE YEARS 
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X-METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLANNING PROCESS 
CERTIFICATION 

In accordance with 23 CFR 450 334, the West Virginia Department of Transportation and the 

Morgantown Monongalia Metropolitan Planning Organization, hereby certify that the 

transportation planning process is addressing the major issues in accordance with all applicable 

requirements of: 

I.  23 USC 134 49 5303 and this subpart, in non-attainment and maintenance areas, 

 sections 174 and 176 (c) and (d) of the Clean Air Act as amended (42 USC 7504, 

 7506, c, (d), and 40 CFR part 93, 

II.  Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended (42 USC 2000d-1) and 49 

 CFR part 21 

III.  49 USC 5332  prohibiting discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, 

 national origin, or age in employment or business opportunity 

IV.  Section 1101(b) of the SAFETEA-LU (Pub. L.109-59) and 49 CFR part 26 

 regarding the employment of disadvantaged businesses 

V.  23 CFR part 230, regarding the implementation of an equal opportunity program 

 on Federal-aid highway construction projects 

VI.  The provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 USC 12101 et 

 seq) and 49 CFR parts 27, 37 and 38 

VII. The Older Americans Act as amended ((42 USC 6101) prohibiting discrimination 

 on the basis of age in programs or activities receiving Federal Financial 

 Assistance 

VIII. Section 324 of title 23 USX regarding the prohibition of discrimination based on 

 gender 

IX.  Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 USC 794) and 49 CFR part 27 

 regarding discrimination against individuals with disabilities  

Morgantown Monongalia MPO  West Virginia Department of Transportation 

Signed_____________________  Signed_______________________ 

Title_______________________  Title  ________________________ 

Date_______________________  Date_________________________ 

       

 



Morgantown - Mon County Trans. Planning Org. 3:13 PM

Checking Account 01/06/2016

As of December 31, 2015 Accrual Basis
Type Date Num Name Memo Clr Split Amount Balance

Centra-Checking (voucher checks) 64,084.76

Check 12/14/2015 8712 Caliper Corporation Computer Software -1,200.00 62,884.76

Check 12/14/2015 8713 Comcast  Administrative Overhead -303.56 62,581.20

Check 12/14/2015 8714 HDR Engineering I-79 Access Study  Consulting (Consulting Expense) -23,698.24 38,882.96

Check 12/14/2015 8715 Morgantown Municipal Airport  Rent (Rent) -720.00 38,162.96

Check 12/14/2015 8716 Service Plus Two Months Service  Accounting (Accounting Fees) -214.56 37,948.40

Check 12/14/2015 8717 Stantec Consulting Service University Avenue Study  Consulting (Consulting Expense) -22,280.39 15,668.01

Check 12/14/2015 8718 WV Newspaper Publishing Co. TIP Advertisement  Administrative Overhead -365.40 15,302.61

Check 12/15/2015 5413 ICMA. Retirement Corp  Salary -1,574.56 13,728.05

Check 12/15/2015 5411 J. William B. Austin Electronic Transfer  Salary -1,960.36 11,767.69

Check 12/15/2015 5412 Jing Zhang Electronic Transfer  Salary -1,290.77 10,476.92

Check 12/15/2015 941 IRS Electronic Transfer  Salary -1,188.50 9,288.42

Deposit 12/28/2015 WVDOH November 2015  PL Funds (Funds) 15,528.37 24,816.79

Deposit 12/28/2015 Monongalia County Planning Commission Deposit  Telephone (Telephone) 151.78 24,968.57

Check 12/29/2015 8719 Association of Metropolitan Planning Org Dues and Subscriptions (Dues and Subscriptions)-422.10 24,546.47

Check 12/29/2015 8720 Brickstreet Mutual Insurance Company Administrative Overhead -266.00 24,280.47

Check 12/29/2015 8722 Public Employees Insurance Agency Salary -1,669.94 22,610.53

Check 12/29/2015 8723 Retiree Health Benefit Trust Fund Salary -326.00 22,284.53

Check 12/29/2015 8724 WV Newspaper Publishing Co. Administrative Overhead -105.56 22,178.97

Check 12/29/2015 8721 J. William B. Austin Travel & Ent (Travel and Entertainment) -369.00 21,809.97

Check 12/31/2015 5416 ICMA. Retirement Corp Salary -1,574.56 20,235.41

Check 12/31/2015 5414 J. William B. Austin Electronic Transfer  Salary -1,960.36 18,275.05

Check 12/31/2015 5415 Jing Zhang Electronic Transfer  Salary -1,290.76 16,984.29

Check 12/31/2015 941 IRS Electronic Transfer Salary -1,188.51 15,795.78

Check 12/31/2015 123115WV Dept of Tax and Revenue Electronic Transfer Salary -424.00 15,371.78

Total Centra-Checking (voucher checks) 15,371.78
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MORGANTOWN MONONGALIA 

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION POLICY BOARD 

NOVEMBER 19, 2015 MINUTES 

 

Members Present: Chairman Wesley Nugent-City of Morgantown, Commissioner Eldon Callen-

Monongalia County, Mayor Marti Shamberger-City of Morgantown, Councilperson Jennifer Selin-City 

of Morgantown, Brian Carr-WVDOH, Mike Kelly-Board of Education, Dave Bruffy-Mountain Line, 

Mayor Patricia Lewis-Granville, Councilperson Janice Goodwin-City of Westover 

Members Absent: Commissioner Tom Bloom-Monongalia County, Joe Statler-Blacksville, Randy 

Hudak-WVU, Mayor Herman Reid -Star City 

MPO Director: Bill Austin 

 

1. Call to Order 

With a quorum present, Chairman Nugent called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  

2. Public Comment 

None. 

3. Approval of Minutes 

Chairman Nugent introduced the approval of the October Policy Board Meeting Minutes. Commissioner 

Callen noted that the word “chair” was misspelled as “char” in the first page of the minutes, and “Chaplin 

Hill Rd” was misspelled as “Capitol Hill Rd”. Mayor Shamberger noted that the minutes incorrectly show 

that she attended the October meeting. She noted that Councilperson Bill Kawecki attended that meeting 

in her place. Commissioner Callen moved to approve the minutes with corrections; seconded by Mr. 

Kelly. With no discussion, the motion unanimously passed. 

4. Committee Reports 

A. Citizens Advisory Committee 

Mr. Rice, the Chairman of the Citizens Advisory Committee, noted that he was absent at the November 

CAC meeting. He then noted that the committee was updated with ongoing MPO’s studies and projects. 

The CAC recommended approval of the public involvement policy and 2016 meeting schedule to the 

MPO’s Policy Board. Mr. Rice then noted that the Van Voorhis Drainage project is moving forward to 

the DOH for site design and he expects that the property issue will be appropriately addressed. Mr. Rice 

also noted that Collins Ferry Rd resurfacing project will be coordinated with the project installing a left-

turn lane in front of the newly constructed Suncrest elementary school.  

B. Financial Report 

Mayor Lewis reported the MPO’s October financial activity as the following:   

-Beginning balance in October $10,313.11 with expenditures of $57,774.31 and three deposits totaling 

$79,180.94, leaving a balance of 31,719.74 at the beginning of November. Commissioner Callen moved 
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for approval of the financial report as presented; second by Mayor Shamberger. With no discussion, the 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

C. Executive Directors Report 

1. Ongoing Studies-I 79 Access, University Avenue, Ped Study  

Mr. Austin noted that the I-79 Access Study has held the first steering committee. The consultant has 

presented the findings from existing condition analysis to the committee members and documented the 

committee’s concerns on transportation issues in the area. Mr. Austin also noted that the consultant has 

provided the MPO with an enhanced travel demand model which is capable of calculating peak-period 

volume on major arterials in the areas and a transit component. The traffic model will be used in the next 

LRTP update.  

Mr. Austin then noted that the consultant will hold a public meeting for this study on December 3rd at the 

Mountain Line Transit Authority Administrative Building in Westover. The purpose of this meeting is to 

present analysis findings to the public and solicit community input on transportation issues and concerns.  

Mr. Austin noted that the consultant for the University Ave Complete Streets Study has made initial 

recommendations to improve the University Ave Corridor. Recommendations are based on the public 

inputs and existing condition analysis. Recommendations include alternatives at Grumbein’s Island, 

various cross-section plans at different segment on University Ave, location of transit stops, and spot 

improvements in the corridor. Recommendations will be reviewed by the steering committee and the 

public in the November-January time frame.  

Mr. Austin noted that the Westover-Granville Pedestrian Study has held two public meetings. One in the 

MLTA Westover Transit Terminal and one in the Granville City Hall. There was only a sparse turnout for 

these meetings. In addition to public meetings, the MPO received 22 completed copies of the mail-back 

post card survey.  MPO staff will use findings from the public involvements, the Steering Committee’s 

direction, and technical analysis to identify potential improvement projects. Identified projects will be 

evaluated in the next stage of this study. 

Mr. Austin noted that the Delegate Kurcaba and Delegate Statler have discussed an amendment to 

increase truck weight limits on the interstate highways in the Morgantown area with Congressman 

McKinley. The proposal was rejected in the House. Councilperson Selin asked how similar issues were 

solved in other regions. Mr. Austin noted that most regions adopted policies that grandfathered 

preexisting truck routes into new highway systems. Commissioner Callen asked how bridges on the 

interstate highways will be impacted if heavier trucks are allowed. Mr. Carr noted that increased truck 

weight limits may accelerate the deterioration of affected bridge in a long term. Mr. Kelly noted that it is 

worthwhile to broaden the perspectives on this issue and to consider assisting truck industry maintain and 

increase economic gains without hauling extra weight on highways. Mr. Austin noted that WV DOH is 

currently conducting a freight planning study, which provides an opportunity to solve freight issues in a 

comprehensive way. Mr. Austin encouraged the board members and the public to provide input and 

comments for that study.  
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5. Acceptance of Audit 

Chairman Nugent noted that the MPO’s audit was included in the meeting’s agenda package. Mr. Austin 

noted that the MPO’s Auditor has submitted the audit for FY 2014-2015 with no findings or adjustments 

to the MPO’s records. Major Lewis moved to accept the audit as presented; seconded by Commissioner 

Callen. With no discussion, the motion unanimously passed. 

 

6. Adoption of Public Involvement Policy 

Mr. Austin expressed his appreciation to the members of the committee on updating the MPO’s public 

involvement policy. Mr. Austin noted that there have not been any substantive comments on the content 

of the draft policy. Mr. Austin noted that the Mountain Line Transit Authority will also use this as their 

public involvement policy. Mr. Austin then noted that MPO staff will analyze the demographics within 

the MPO’s boundary and determine if it is needed to develop a separate policy addressing Title 6 and 

Environmental Justice issues in the MPO’s area.   

Councilperson Selin suggested an addition to the policy. The amendment is to add the word “local” 

before the word “state” and “federal” at the very last sentence on page 2. The sentence then reads “as 

possible all public involvement activities should be coordinated with ongoing local, State and Federal 

activities”. Mr. Bruffy expressed his appreciation that transit is integrated into this policy. Commissioner 

Callen moved to adopt the draft public involvement policy as presented and to develop a separate policy 

for Title 6 and Environmental Justice issues if needed. Seconded by Councilperson Selin. With no 

discussion, the motion unanimously passed. 

 

7. Approval of Draft 2016 Meeting Calendar 

Mr. Austin noted that a draft calendar of MPO meetings for 2016 was included in this meeting’s agenda 

package. It is anticipated that the only two meeting will need to deviate from the normal schedule. Those 

meetings are the May and November TTAC meetings. Commissioner Callen moved to accept the draft 

2016 meeting calendar as presented, seconded by Mayor Shamberger. With no discussion, the motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

8 Input on MPO Unified Planning Work Program for FY 2016-2017 

Mr. Austin noted that the MPO staff is developing the Unified Planning Work Program for FY 2016-

2017. In addition to administrative function items, MPO staff is proposing that the MPO perform the 

update of the MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan as the primary in-house work program. Tasks will 

include soliciting public input on project priorities, improving freight planning, updating project status, 

and updating MPO’s travel demand model.  

Councilperson Selin asked what type of projects that the MPO can conduct. Mr. Austin noted that in 

general, MPO staff is capable of doing projects identified in the LRTP, including intersection studies, 

corridor studies, transit studies, and pedestrian and bicycle studies.   

Mr. Bruffy asked what type planning the MPO can do for the airport area, which is one of the fast 

growing areas in the region. Mr. Austin noted the MPO staff can conduct traffic impact studies and 
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accessibility studies. Airport planning is of a specialized infrastructure planning field and is beyond the 

MPO’s current capacity.   

Commissioner Callen asked about the feasibility of providing water taxi in the Morgantown area. Mr. 

Austin noted that water surface transportation planning is not conventionally within MPO’s purview, 

although some MPOs, cooperated with port authority, do carry out studies on transportation service on 

water surface.  

 

9. Appointment of Officer Nominating Committee and notice of Director Review 

Chairman Nugent noted that as specified in the MPO’s By Laws the Policy Board is to elect new officers 

during the first business meeting of the year. The MPO staff will be sending out an evaluation form to 

each Policy Board member by email within the next week. Chairman Nugent encouraged board members 

to send him the completed evaluation form by December 31. Three board members volunteered to join 

the Office Nominating Committee. They are Councilperson Selin, Mr. Bruffy, and Mr. Kelly.  

 

10. Other Business 

No other business  

 

11. Meeting Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 6:55 PM. 

 



Morgantown - Mon County Trans. Planning Org. 2:49 PM

Checking Account 01/06/2016

As of November 30, 2015 Accrual Basis

Type Date Num Name Memo Clr Split Amount Balance

Centra-Checking (voucher checks) 31,719.74

Check 11/13/2015 8702 Comcast  Administrative Overhead -303.56 31,416.18

Check 11/13/2015 8703 Public Employees Insurance Agency  Salary -1,669.94 29,746.24

Check 11/13/2015 8704 Retiree Health Benefit Trust Fund  Salary -326.00 29,420.24

Check 11/13/2015 8705 WV Board of Risk & Insurance Management  Administrative Overhead -913.00 28,507.24

Check 11/13/2015 5405 J. William B. Austin Electronic Transfer  Salary -1,960.36 26,546.88

Check 11/13/2015 5406 Jing Zhang Electronic Transfer  Salary -1,290.76 25,256.12

Check 11/13/2015 5407 ICMA. Retirement Corp  Salary -1,574.56 23,681.56

Check 11/13/2015 941 IRS Electronic Transfer  Salary -1,188.51 22,493.05

Deposit 11/24/2015 Monongalia County Planning Commission Deposit  Internet 151.78 22,644.83

Check 11/30/2015 5408 J. William B. Austin Electronic Transfer  Salary -1,960.36 20,684.47

Check 11/30/2015 5409 Jing Zhang Electronic Transfer  Salary -1,290.77 19,393.70

Check 11/30/2015 5410 ICMA. Retirement Corp Salary -1,574.56 17,819.14

Check 11/30/2015 941 IRS Electronic Transfer Salary -1,188.50 16,630.64

Check 11/30/2015 113015 WV Dept of Tax and Revenue Electronic Transfer Salary -424.00 16,206.64

Check 11/30/2015 8706 Centra Bank - Mastercard Surveys for Pedestrian study Postage and Delivery (Postage and Delivery)-332.32 15,874.32

Check 11/30/2015 8707 Fringe Benefits Management Company Salary -322.62 15,551.70

Check 11/30/2015 8708 J. William B. Austin Mileage to Huntington training Travel (Travel) -205.00 15,346.70

Check 11/30/2015 8709 Jing Zhang Travel, training reimbursement Travel & Ent (Travel and Entertainment) -581.00 14,765.70

Check 11/30/2015 8710 WVNET Website Administrative Overhead -60.00 14,705.70

Check 11/30/2015 8711 WV State Auditor Audit Fee Accounting (Accounting Fees) -240.00 14,465.70

Deposit 11/30/2015 WVDOH Deposit  PL Funds (Funds) 49,619.06 64,084.76

Total Centra-Checking (voucher checks) 64,084.76
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