VAR IR %D

Recomniended Priority Short Term Projects (STP’s) for Reducing
Traffic Congestion in Monongalia County

MPO - Scptember 18, 2003

In the interim while major projects such as Beechurst/ University Ave. and other corridor
improvements arc being planncd, it is recommend that the following short term projects be
completed which can within a matter of weeks and months can make important diffecences in
teaffic flow in the area. The list of improvements proceed,in order from the Westover Bridge to
Becchurst to Patteson to Chestnut Ridge and 705, and outward.

Quick Jmprovements (Weeks)

1. Restrict continuous flow right turns from the Westover Bridge and establish a double Lue
at the Pleasant Street interscction for traflic procecding South on Universily Avenue
toward Deckers Creck.

2. Limit left hand tums traveling from Becchurst on to Fayette Street between the hours of 3
and 6 p.m.

3. Install a weekly timer on the light on Chestrut Ridge Road at North Elementary School
so that the traf¥ic light is only fully operative between 6:30 a.m. and 6:30 pan. Monday

~ through Friday. The change will accommodate the needs of Mylan as well.

4. On Stcwartstown Road at the Ilampton Center, place the traffic stop linc in the feft lane
at the entrance of the Center driveway rather than at the 705 interscotion to permit
unobstructed access for vehicles entering the Center from the 705 intersection. Inthe
right hand lane, allow continuing trafiic Mow to continue on to 703,
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1. Install a short right turning lanc onto the Westover Bridge from Univeisity Ave.

2. Upgrade intersection at Boulevard/entrance o the CAC.

3. Upgrade interscction and continuous right turning lancs at Patteson and University (DOL
2002 Intersections Report.)

4. Install wrping lancs and upgrade intersection from “D” grade to “C” grade at Collins
Ferry Road and Burroughs Street (as per letter 1o Wood from Murphy on 9/12/03.)

5. Upgrade intersection and double continuous turning lanes at Van Voorhis and Chestut
Ridge Road (DO 2002 Intersections Report.)

6. Upgrade intersection and add continuous turning lanes at Pine View/ Chestit Ridge
Road intersection (DOH 2002 Interscctions Report.)

7. Upgrade interscetion and add continuous turning/acceleration lanes at 705/Willowdale
Road interscetion (DOH 2002 Intersections Report.)

8. Upgrade interscction and add continuous turning/acccleration lanes at 705/Stewratstown
Road (DOH 2002 Intersections Report.)

9, Add Janc to pavement traveling East on 705 toward the Mileground between
Stewaristown Road interscction and Mileground Intersection.

10. Upgrade interscction and add turning/acceleration lanes at 705/Mileground intersection
(DOH 2002 Intersections Report.)

11. Upgrade interscction and add turning/acceleration lanes at the Mileground Hartman Run
Road intersection (DOH 2002 Interseetions Report.)

12. Install dircctional lanc lights on Milcground to utilize 2 lanes for heavy traflic in
mornings (7-10) and aftcrnoons (3-6) (experiment could utilize Greentree, PA model)

13. Add aceelcration lanc on 857 for traf¥ic turning at the base of Easton Hill toward 1-08.

14. Upgrade intersection and add tuming faceeleration lanes at the Route 7/Hanuman Run
Road intersection.



. UL/0B/04 18:01 FAX 3ui 568 3783 WY Do

Respouse to the Morgantown-Monongalin County ‘Fransportation Ylanning

Organization’s Recommended FPriovity Short Term Projects for Reduciag Traffic

Congestion in Monongalia County

West Virginia Departuent of Transportation
Division of Highways
Japuary 8, 2004

Quick Improvements

1.

Right turps are presently penvifted from the Westover Bridge omo University
Avemae after vehioles stop under red conditions. This does not constitnte @
“continuous™ right twmn. Restricting the 1ight turn on red could adversely aftect traitic
at the inlerseotions along US 19 through Westover. Regarding the second pact of this
proposal, we belleve that cstablishing double througl lanes on University Avenue
through the Pleasunt Streot intersection, witliout an exclusive right tm lane onto the
Westover Bridge,. would inhibit right tums and cuuse backups on southbound
University/Beechurst Avemie at least ttnough the Walnet Street intersection, "The
Division of Ilighways will perforn more detailed anulyses to determine whether the
consequences of making these chunges would create undesirable  condilions
clsewhere.

Tho Division of Highways will not normally sestrict lefi turns for specific hours of the
day beeanse of the confusion such actiom can create [or mototists, i3 oecasionally
done where conditions wareant, however, wad we ean discuss this father with the
MMCTPO’s review committee, An alterative would be to restiict the loft tu
movement onto Fayette Street altogother.  This would require further amalysis to
determine its effects on other interseetions Lurther south on US 119, since these
intersections would have to absorb the lofl twns previously accnmmodated by Vayeus
Street,

‘The signal in question is part ol'a coordinated, intereonnected signal system designed
to expedite truffic flow along Chestout Ridge Road. ‘Ihis signal is also semi-actuawed,
nieanjng that it remains geeen for teaf fic along Chestuet Ridge Rond until a vehicle
onters either the lefi-turn lane to the schvol approach, or the approach lancs to
Chestnut Ridge Road from the school.  As currently progranimed, the signal allows
motorists to make these turning moventents without undue interference with trellic
flow along Chestnut Ridge Road. It is doubtful thyt any sinpovement in taffic {low

-could be gained by turning the signal off baween 6:30 pm and 6:30 . Sueh aciion

would also be contrary to signal operation criteria in the Manual_on Cuifonn Traftie
Clontrgl Devices, which West Virginin obseives by law, We adjusted the signal this
past Septeanber to improve the overall operation of the intersection and will continue
1o monitor it o deterine whether additional adjusunonts should be 1ade.

We have cxamined this silualion bufore and are aware that Swewarstowt Read
wmotorists often block ucvess to Hampien Ceater Mive. 1deelly, the Hanpton Center
Diive approach should be located further from WV 703, but we reulize this would be
difficult to accomplish. Wo would like to disenss the possibilities for o solution with
the MMCTPO’s roview committee.,
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Short ‘i'erm Improvements

1. The suggestion o constimet a turning lane from University Avenue onto the Wesiovel
Bridgo is consistent with Division of Highways recornnendations included i ow
recent BeechursUUniversity  Avenme  report.  We  have  prepared  the initial
programining material for a project and will present it to tho MMCTPO in the naaw
future for inclusion in the MMCTPO's [tansportation Improvement Frogran.

2. The objective for this recommendation s not clear o vs. Please refer 1o tha next

conuuent below,

We agree thmt the Patteson Drive/Monengahela Boulevard intersection neads

improveainent. A project is under engineering developracnt 0 add turmng lanes. We

anticipate advertising the projeet by nexi July, and completion by the end of the year.,

Any improvements to the nearby aceess W the Creative Ans Center, par your Ne. 2

recommendation, would need 1o be covrdinated with this project. This is an itew tha

we would like to discuss with the MMOCTPO's review commitee.

4. Analysis indicates the oventusl need for tuming lanes al the Colling  Ferry
Road/Burroughs Strest intersection. Three-way-stop control was receatly ingtalled w
the intersection as an interin measwie until a nare extensive project can be developed
and financed. Construction of the tuming Junes would not be a simple or inexpensive
lask.

5. A right tam lanc is presemly programuned for constiuction at (he Van Voorhis/
Chestaut Ridge Road interseetion late in 2001, subject to the availability of funding,
1t will not be continuous.

6. Comment No, 5 above nlso applies to the Pineview/Chestout Ridge Read interseetion.

7. Comment No. 5 shove also applies to the WV 705/ Willowdale Road intarscetio..

8. DInprovements to the WY 705/Stewatstown Read intersection e curzerdly in
discussion regarding a proposed land-nse development in the vicinity, Ceriain
improvements will likely be done al fhe private developua’s expease. Intesin
truprovemnents would not be prudent at this tire.

9. Adding a lane to WV 705 between Stewartstown Road and tie Mitegeound (U3 119)
is closely conneeted 10 the recommendation in No. 8 above wul was dizcussed vith
thie COMMPACT group prior to fonnation of the MMCTPO. We bilicve this would
be a worthwhile improvement and would be plad to diseuss iis possible ceastiuction
with the MMCTPO’s rovicw committee.

10. Minor improvements were recently mude to the Mileground (U5 119)YWy 105
imtersection. A right-tom lanc from US 119 10 WV 705 could previde Amnbwr
operational improvements. Wo will consider impleoeniing such # project in e pear
{uture, us finaneing peunits.

11. A project to add right-tum lanes ot the Mileground (US 119)/Hurtmaa Run Road
intersection is presently scheduled for construction in 2004. ‘The teeflic signal wil’ be
upgraded s part of this project, and a left-tura phose will be provided {or southbound
S 119 motorists. The schedule for these iraprovements is subject to the availabitity
af tunding. Utility relocation problems tor the project are being wddressed at “his
tirne.

12. We have examingd the proposal for reverse-directional lLues for enornivg and
afternoon travel on the Miloground in the: recent past and have identiticd o number of
potential problems with its Implementation. Although we do not view the Mileproand
as a good conctidate for such u project at this time, we would be glad to dizcuss it in
more detail with the MMCTPO s review comnmitiee.
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13, Although we are not sware of the preseal need for an acecleration laae on
Monongalia County Route 857 at the base of Taston 1ill, toward 1-68, we would be
glad to discuss this recommendation fwvther with the MMCTP(Ys review commitlee.

14. We witl consider the reconnuendation fur new twning lunes at the WV WHarlman
Rum Road intcrsection, but at present we question the need for acceleration lancs. It is
possible that intersection improvements could be integrated with the WV 7/ widening
project, New traffic count information has indicated the need for signal uming
adjustments, and the exisling traflic sigoal may need to wpgraded. “This oversll
recommendation will require finther evaluation, We will be glad to discuss 1his
recomnmendation with the MMCTPO’s review commitiee.

Supplanentnl Comments

In reviewing the MMCTPO’s list of recommended improvements to the street sud
highway syslem, it is apparent that sevaral of these improvements would be more
difficult and expensive to implement than the oviginators of the list may reafize, Other
recommendations on the list may address particulac traffic problems bui could
unintentionally create others. Proposed solutions to traffic problems often can appear
attraclive on the surface, but they are not always feasible, fiective, or affordable. We do
hope to move forward, as fisances pennit, with the reconmmuendations thal appear most
Pro1aising.

Many of the traffic problems identiticd on thu list exist primarily during poak
travel periods. A colplementary approach at the local level to uddress these probluns al
(heir sources may be just as cffective, if not more so, than many of the physicd
modifications recommnended in the list.  Ap iovemtory of cunent (taflic volutnes
gencrated by the area’s major eployers, and u subscquent invesiigation regarding the
possible buplementation of such measures s flexiblo work hours, altered work
schedules, and teloconunuting muy be an excellent tramspodation planning opportunity
for the MMCTPO to undertake. Takjug this approach a step further, we recognize that
the greater Morguntown area is developing very mupidly. We believe the arca will
eventvally need to svrivusly address the intecrclationship of Jind vse and taific
generation if it wishes transportation service to keep pace with the futurs demand.



